BY ORDER OF  THE  SHAH

beyond the head of the bed was called the King's Pillow
and contained five couches and five thousand golden talents.
The second, called the King's Footstool, had three couches
and three thousand silver talents."

At Hamadan a light amber-coloured, wine was shown to
us at dinner. We found it honestly made and, considering
its low cost, pleasant to drink.

"Kermanshah not only produces wine in the tall slender
bottle associated with hock and moselle," observed the
D.P., "but the makers have adopted the name of Chablis,
which is four thousand miles away. Grape-growing
conditions are naturally different, so the Iranian wine can
have no possible claim to similarity with its namesake.
This wine is of poor quality, although the bottles bear a
tolerably pleasing label partly printed in Persian characters."

Kermanshah makes a vermouth not unlike the Italian
variety, and quite a useful substitute. We were told that
an imitation of whisky, too, was forthcoming, bottle and
label identical with a well-known Scottish brand, save that
the lettering is in Persian.

Chardin mentions the abundant fine vines of Kazvin,
with golden grapes famous through the ages, vineyards and
orchards bestriding the rich plains about the town and
watered by an ancient system of sunken wells. The
quality of the wine, however, was none too good, for the
makers left the pips in the juice, which induced a harsh
and bitter taste.

Vines even stretched to the shores of the Persian Gulf.
Qishm Island was celebrated for white wine, immortalized
by Thomas Moore:

"Vases filled with Kismee's golden wine
And the red weepings of the Shiraz vine."

"Iran, if she wishes to increase her sale of wines, must
look to her laurels/* said the D.P. "She must supply
proper bottles, design attractive labels and, above all,
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